I4                      THE WORSHIP OF TREES                  CHAP

Buddhism in this respect borrowed from savagery, not
savagery from Buddhism.1 According to Chinese belief, the
spirits of plants are never shaped like plants but have
commonly the form either of human beings or of animals,
for example bulls and serpents. Occasionally at the felling
of a tree the tree-spirit has been seen to rush out in the
shape of a blue bull.2 In China "to this day the belief
in tree-spirits dangerous to man is obviously strong. In
S9uthern ' Fuhkien it deters people from felling any large
trees or chopping off heavy branches, for fear the indwelling
spirit may become irritated and visit the aggressor or his
neighbours with disease and calamity. Especially respected
are the green banyan or cHtng> the biggest trees to be found
in that part of China. In Amoy some people even show a
strong aversion from planting trees, the planters, as soon as
the stems have become as thick as their necks, being sure to
be throttled by the indwelling spirits. No explanation of
this curious superstition was ever given us. It may account
to some extent for the almost total neglect of forestry in that
part of China, so that hardly any except spontaneous trees
grow there/1 8

Particular Sometimes it is only particular jsorts of trees that are
sorts of supposed to be tenanted by spirits. At Grbalj in Dalmatia
tenanted it is said that among great beeches, oaks, and other trees

by spirits ; ^QrQ arc some that are endowed with shades or souls, and

sacrifices

to tree-     whoever fells one of them must die on the spot, or at least

spirits.      jjve an jnvaijd for the rest of his days.     If a woodman fears

that a tree which he has felled is one of this sort, he must

cut off the head of a live hen on the stump of the tree with

the very same: axe with which he cut down the tree.    This

will protect him from all harm, even if the tree be one of

Silk-cotton the animated kind.4    The silk-cotton trees, which rear their

Wes?11     enormous trunks to a stupendous height, far out-topping all

Africa.      the other trees of the forest, are regarded with reverence
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tion edited by E. B. Cowell).                    religioser Branch der* SUdslamn (Mun

1 J. J. M. de Groot, The Religious     ster i. W., 1890), p. 33.